Science Fair

Parent Involvement

I am often asked, “How much does Mr. Close want me to help?” Or “Should I be helping my student at all.” I say, yes, help you student. In fact there is no other way to pull this off all at school. The way I see it, the at home portion of this project demands some guidance from an adult. The following was taken from http://mset.rst2.edu, and it echoes my philosophy exactly:

 Parents' involvement in their child's science fair project should be a positive experience for both parents and their children.   Parents should guide their students without actually doing it for them.   This is your child's project and (s)he will have a greater feeling of self-esteem if (s)he knows that (s)he did it on his/her own.  Remember this is a learning experience for your child and you have already gone to school.  Hard as it might be, students learn best when they learn from their own successes and failures.   Read this article from the February 7, 2000 issue of U.S. News and World Report for suggestions on what your role should be.

            Here are some positive ways in which a parent can help their child:

    BE INFORMED:  Read the material that comes home from school.  Become familiar with the Scientific Method and other components of a science fair.

    PICKING OUT THE TOPIC:  Guide your student in picking out a topic without actually picking it out for them.  The project will be more meaningful if the idea comes from your child.  However, you may want to point out the limitations of experiments that may be too difficult to do based on either time restraints or the limitations caused by space, climate, or other external factors. 

    HELP YOUR CHILD ORGANIZE HIS/HER TIME:  This is controlled pretty well at school. However, please use the calendars and ask your student often where they are in the process. Try to emphasize the importance of budgeting time.

    RESEARCH:   We will take care of this at school. You may want to review the sources and the final with your child.

    CONDUCTING EXPERIMENT:  After your child has carefully planned the experiment (s)he will do, make sure your child has all their supplies (s)he will need.  Offer support if things don't work out and encourage them to try again, perhaps in a different way but resist the temptation to do it for them.  Brainstorm ways to revise the experiment.

    SAFETY FIRST:  Try to encourage your child to pick projects that need little parental input.   However, you may need to supervise certain experiments especially if heat or sharp instruments are used.

    COMPLETION OF PROJECT:  Here again, most of this step will be taken care of at school. We will put together the poster board, and finish the project here. However, your student might need your "eye" to proofread their display and paper one last time before it is turned in.  Make sure they have already done this on their own before you help them. Offer your opinions in the form of questions they will need to solve. 

    MAKE IT FUN:  If you've done all of the above, this project should be a positive experience for your child.  Take pictures as (s)he works at home so you have a record of your child's emerging independence as a learner. Remember, an experiment doesn't have "work" for the project to be successful. As long as your child is learning, even if it is from mistakes, it is a worthwhile project.

